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issues of fact, law, or discretion pre-
sented by the record; and an order. If a 
decision is announced orally from the 
bench, it shall be reduced to writing 
within 60 calendar days after the hear-
ing. An order by a Judge approving a 
settlement proposal is a decision of the 
Judge. 

§ 2700.109 Review of Judge’s Decision. 
After the issuance of the Judge’s 

written decision, any party may peti-
tion the Commission for review of the 
Judge’s written decision as provided 
for in subpart H of this part. 

§ 2700.110 Application. 
The rules in this subpart will govern 

proceedings before a Judge in a case 
designated for Simplified Proceedings 
under §§ 2700.102 and 2700.103. The provi-
sions of subparts A and I apply to Sim-
plified Proceedings when consistent 
with these rules in subpart J. The pro-
visions of subpart C of this part apply 
to Simplified Proceedings except for 
§ 2700.29, which does not apply. The pro-
visions of subpart G of this part apply 
to Simplified Proceedings except for 
§§ 2700.56, 2700.57, 2700.58, 2700.59, 2700.65, 
and 2700.67, which do not apply. The 
provisions of subpart H of this part 
apply to Simplified Proceedings except 
for § 2700.76, which does not apply. The 
provisions of subparts B, D, E and F of 
this part do not apply to Simplified 
Proceedings. 

PART 2701—GOVERNMENT IN THE 
SUNSHINE ACT REGULATIONS 

Sec. 
2701.1 Purpose and scope. 
2701.2 Open meetings policy; closure of 

meetings. 
2701.3 Announcement of meetings. 
2701.4 Request to open or close meeting. 
2701.5 Petition for review. 
2701.6 Discussion during open meetings. 
2701.7 Expedited closing procedure. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 113, Federal Mine Safety 
and Health Act of 1977, Pub. L. 95–165 (30 
U.S.C. 823). 

SOURCE: 44 FR 2575, Jan. 12, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 2701.1 Purpose and scope. 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this part 

is to implement the Government in the 

Sunshine Act, 5 U.S.C. 552b. The rules 
in this part are intended to open, to 
the extent practicable, the meetings of 
the Commission to public observation 
while preserving the Commission’s 
ability to fulfill its responsibilities and 
respect the interests of persons in con-
fidential consideration of sensitive 
matters. 

(b) Scope. This part applies to all 
meetings of the Commission. A ‘‘meet-
ing of the Commission’’ means a joint 
deliberation in person or by conference 
telephone call of at least a majority of 
either the members of the Commission 
or of a panel of three or more Commis-
sioners that determines or results in 
the joint conduct or disposition of offi-
cial Commission business, but does not 
include (1) deliberations regarding a 
decision to open or close a meeting, to 
withhold information about a meeting, 
and the circumstances of meetings, 
such as their time, place, and subject 
matter, and (2) the individual delibera-
tions of Commission members of mat-
ters considered upon circulated docu-
ments or other notation procedure. 

§ 2701.2 Open meetings policy; closure 
of meetings. 

(a) Policy. Commission meetings will 
generally be open to public observa-
tion, including meetings concerning 
the disposition by the Commission of a 
formal adjudication. See 5 U.S.C. 
522b(c)(10). 

(b) Closure. Meetings may be closed, 
or certain information about a meeting 
may not be disclosed under the cir-
cumstances contemplated by 5 U.S.C. 
522b(c)(1)–(10), and under the proce-
dures specified by 5 U.S.C. 552b (d) and 
(f). Commission employees may attend 
closed meetings of the commission un-
less the notice of a closed meeting 
states otherwise. 

§ 2701.3 Announcement of meetings. 
(a) Generally. The Commission shall 

publicly announce and submit to the 
FEDERAL REGISTER at least 7 days be-
fore a meeting, the time, place, subject 
matter of a meeting, whether it is to be 
open or closed, and the name and phone 
number of the Commission employee 
who will respond to requests for infor-
mation about the meeting. The descrip-
tion of the subject matter of a meeting 
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